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Dec. 23 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

Memorandum on Resolution of Puerto Rico’s Status
December 23, 2000

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Resolution of Puerto Rico’s Status

Although Puerto Rico was acquired in connec-
tion with the Spanish-American War and United
States citizenship is granted to persons born on
the islands, Puerto Rico’s ultimate status has
not been determined. Until that issue is re-
solved, questions remain about how United
States economic and social policies should apply
to the citizens of Puerto Rico.

Further, although our citizens in Puerto Rico
have been granted the exercise of authority on
local matters similar to that of citizens of a
State, they do not have voting representation
in the Federal Government.

All three of Puerto Rico’s major political par-
ties are based on different visions of what the
options for a fully democratic status are, and
what the best status would be. And all advocate
a substantial change in the islands’ status. The
Commonwealth held a referendum on options
for its future status in December 1998, including
the current governing arrangement, and other
recognized options, but a majority of the vote
was for a ‘‘None of the Above’’ column.

Much of the debate on the issue concerns
what options are available to Puerto Rico, in
light of the Constitution and the basic laws and
policies of the United States. The elected rep-
resentatives of the people of Puerto Rico have,
therefore, repeatedly petitioned the Federal
Government to clarify the islands’ status options
as well as the process by which Puerto Ricans
can determine the islands’ future status.

The United States has a responsibility to an-
swer such questions. Successive Presidents, and
the Congress in 1998, have supported the peo-
ple of Puerto Rico in determining their status
preference from among options that are not in-
compatible with the Constitution and basic laws
and policies of the United States. I have made
it the policy of the executive branch to work
with the leaders of the Commonwealth and the
Congress to enable Puerto Ricans to choose
their future status. We also have the responsi-
bility to help Puerto Ricans obtain the necessary

transitional legislation toward a new status, if
chosen.

To ensure that the Federal Government con-
tinues to address the fundamental question con-
cerning the islands until it is resolved, by the
authority vested in me as President by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States of
America, including Public Law 106–346, I have
today issued an Executive Order establishing the
President’s Task Force on Puerto Rico’s Status
(President’s Task Force) and further direct as
follows:

1. The Co-Chairs of the President’s Task
Force shall conduct an ongoing dialogue
with the Governor and Resident Commis-
sioner of Puerto Rico, Puerto Rico’s major
political parties and other groups that ad-
vocate a change in the islands’ status, and
the Chairs and Ranking Minority Members
of the House of Representatives Com-
mittee on Resources and the Senate Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.
This dialogue shall focus on the options
for Puerto Rico’s future status and the
process by which Puerto Ricans can realize
such an option. It shall seek to facilitate
communications among the offices that the
aforementioned officials represent on mat-
ters relating to the status of the Common-
wealth, and ensure official attention to,
and facilitate action on, such matters. In
particular, the dialogue shall seek to clarify
the options for Puerto Rico’s future status
and enable Puerto Ricans to choose among
those options.

2. The Co-Chairs of the President’s Task
Force shall monitor the expenditure of
funds for public education on and a public
choice among Puerto Rico’s status options
pursuant to Public Law 106–346. This
monitoring shall include ensuring that edu-
cational materials are accurate, objective,
and nonpartisan and that they are con-
sistent with the standards set forth in the
Executive Order entitled ‘‘Establishment
of the President’s Task Force on Puerto
Rico’s Status.’’
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3. The heads of executive departments and
agencies shall cooperate with the Co-
Chairs in fulfilling the assignments pro-
vided for herein and in the accompanying
Executive Order.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: The Executive order is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.

Christmas Greeting to the Nation
December 24, 2000

The President. On this holiest of holidays, Hil-
lary and I would like to wish all of you a very
Merry Christmas. Tonight we gather with family
and friends to reflect on our good fortune, re-
joice in the memories of the year past, and
look forward with hope to the days ahead.

And we give thanks to America’s men and
women in uniform, who are spending this holi-
day protecting freedom around the world.

The First Lady. And we also remember those
who are too often left behind, because Christ-
mas isn’t just about getting gifts; it’s about the
miracle of giving them. As we enjoy our last
Christmas in the White House, the President,
Chelsea, and I are profoundly grateful for the

gift you’ve given our family, the privilege of
serving your family these last 8 years.

The President. So from our family to yours,
Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, and God
bless you all.

NOTE: The greeting was videotaped at approxi-
mately 4 p.m. in the Map Room on December
19 for later broadcast, and the transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary on
December 22 but was embargoed for release until
12:01 a.m., December 24. These remarks were
also made available on the White House Press Of-
fice Actuality Line.
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